The donor wound site of a partial thickness graft is generally covered with a nonstick dressing or with an occlusive dressing. Unfortunately, the dressing is often damaged; therefore, the serous fl uid that collects within the dressing leaks out. This leakage requires frequent changes of the dressing, which is both time-consuming and uncomfortable for the patient. Preventing the breach of the dressing is diffi cult because contact with the patient's bed sheets or clothes can damage it and lead to leakage.
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The donor wound site of a partial thickness graft is generally covered with a nonstick dressing or with an occlusive dressing. Unfortunately, the dressing is often damaged; therefore, the serous fl uid that collects within the dressing leaks out. This leakage requires frequent changes of the dressing, which is both time-consuming and uncomfortable for the patient. Preventing the breach of the dressing is diffi cult because contact with the patient's bed sheets or clothes can damage it and lead to leakage.
This article describes a simple method that can shield the donor site and extend the life of the dressing. It involves placing a protective cover over the dressing to prevent the donor site from contact with its surroundings. The cover can be an empty plastic-cuplike structure greater in dimension than the denuded skin.
The fi gure shows a cover that was created from a used intravenous needle box (which is always discarded after its use). However, any other cup-like plastic object can be used. A small window can be made in the middle of the box with scissors so that air can reach the dressing and its integrity can be checked. The cover is placed above the donor site and taped to the skin with two or more tape strips.
In my experience, this simple method is very effective, both in protecting the dressing and enabling patients to wear their clothing over the cover. It prolongs the use of the dressing and allows continuous observation by medical staff. It is also useful in preventing unwanted discomfort at the donor site. Figure. A protective cover created from a used intravenous needle box is placed over a wound on the patients' leg.
